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THOMAS NOXON’S REQUEST. 

Thomas Noxcn, of Detrcit, to Mr. Thormas Gross : 
Sir, return an answer en this subjcet to T. Noxon, 
and oblige your obedient. 

Detrowt, Michigan Ter. May 2, 1825. 

That our readers may understand the sudject to 
which Mr. Noxon alludes, it is needful to remark, 
that said Noxon has sent a book to me, entitled erra- 
ta of the Protestant Bible, or the the truth of the 
English translation examined, by Thomas Ward. 

I would further remark, that Thomas Ward was 
born in England in 1652; that he was educated in 
the Protestant religion ; was judged to be an exce!- 
lent scholar, and a piousman. Yet allowing himself 
to examine the ditferent systems of religion prevalent 
in that day, as well as our own, he was induced to 
embrace the doctrine of the Church of Rome; so 
that from a ‘Protestant he became as great a defend- 
er of that faith as either King Henry VII. or any of 
his successors to this time. 

Convinced, a3 he was, of the Popish faith, it is not 
surprising to find him in the Popish ranks ; and be- 
ing aman of talents and erudition, he has as ably de- 
fended that cause, as perhaps any other man. 

His aim is to shew, from the original tongues, but 
especially from the old vulgate Bible in the Latin 
tongue, that Protestants have mistranslated many 
passages, with the intention of making tl.e Church of 
Rome odious, and’ fixing upen her the stigma of an 
idolatvous church; the man ofsin; the mystery of 
iniquity, &c. &c. and that in doing this, they led 
mankind astray, aud have excited all the Protestant 
world to wage a war of haired, abhorrence and de- 
testation against the Romish church, which, he styles, 
the only true Church ef Christ. 

Upon my first receiving this books, I had deter- 
mined to pay but little attention tu it: but upen a 
more thorough examination, it appears to be calcu- 
lated to prejudice mankind against every thing which | 
opposes the Roman Church; to weaken our faith in 
the Protestant translation of the scriptures: and to 
encourage the introduction, into tlus land of civil 
and religious freedom. that bloody, persecuting uron~ 
ster, the Popish church, which has shed the blood ef: 
the saints, and destroved mankind by every species 
of cruelty, and has ever been dranken with the blood 
of the martyrs of Jesus. 

For these reasons, among mapy others, I have been 
induced to return an answer, which | shall continue 
ihrough several numbers of the Advocate, that oth- 
ers, as well as Mr. Noxon, may see and exa:mine 
these subjects for themselves. 

METHOD. 

I. A brief and fair staternent of the history, doc- 
trines and practices of the Church of Rome. 

Il. The doctrine and practices of the Romish 
Church were sufficiently corrupt to be protested, 

Ili. We will examine some of the texts in the 
Protestant Bibles, which Mr. Ward considers to be 
erroneous. 

IV. Take notice of the spirit of Mr. Ward in his 
treatment of the subject, and that such spirit has 
been common with Popish writers. 


history, doctrines and practices of the Church of 
Rome. The Church at Rome, was founded by St. 
Peter, in the latter part of the period of time between 
the ascension of Christ and the destruction of Jerusa- 
lem. This period contained about 37 years. Every 
person of reading knows that this church has invaria- 
ly believed, that St. Peter was appointed as the first 
of the apostles ; his name signifies a rock. Thus 
Christ said to him, “ thou art Peter, and on thisrock 
{ will build my church.” To Peter were given the 
keys of the kingdom of heaven, that whatsoever he 
should bind on earth should be bouad in heaven, and 
whatsoever he should loose on earth should be loosed 
infieaven. Hence the Romanists have always ar- 
gued, that Peter was the primate, or first or head of 
the church on earth; that the FPomish church was 
the iirst charch, or head of all the churches ; that 
Peter, as head of the Romish church, had _ the keys, 
that is, the government or authority of that and al! 
other churches in his hand; that beiag an apostle, 
and an inspired man, he was infallible; that Peter 
was appointed by Christ, and authorised te exercise 
the above power and pre-eminence in the church, 
and to communicate this power and preeminence to 
his successor, and he again to his successor, &c. to 
the endof time. Thus the successors of Peter have 
claimed to themselves infallibility, with all the au- 
thority and power, which, they say, was given to Pe- 
ter. - The reader will retnember, that these succes- 





sorsof Peter are the Popes of Rome. This infalli- 
bility was not pretended, nor was this power imnae- 
diately assumed by the bishops of Rome after Peter’s 
death ; for many eminent and pious men succeeded 
Peter in that church, and many cf them suffered 
martyrdom for the canse of Christ; but this power 
of the keys, and this pretended infallibility, were as- 
sumed by degrees, till the Pope became the head of 
all bishops and of all the churches; nor did his as- 
suming power and infallibility stop here; for he as- 
sumed the supreme power over the ne 4 kingdoms, 
as well as over the ecclesiastical. Thds. before the 
year 800 of the Christian cra, the bishop of Rome 
was the supreme head of the church and of the civil 
kingdoins. Claiming to himself infallibility, and the 
power of binding kings in chains and their nobles 
with fetters of iron; of making laws for the church, 
and enforcing them with the civilsword; be became 
the object of almost universal dread; his mandates 
were obeyed, and his resentment was feared as the 
presage of certain damnation. Thus Kings and Em- 
perors trembled before him, and have submitted tq 
the most bumiliating penances to avoid his excom- 
munications. Thus he has opposed, and exalted him- 
self above ail that is calied God or that is worship- 
ped, who as God sitteth in the temple of God, shew- 
ing himself that he is God. 2 Thess. ii.4. We have 
thus given a brief and true history of the rise and 
power of the Pope. 

The Doctrines of the Church of Rome are the fol- 
lowing; The trinity, the incarnation and death of the 
Son of God: the authenticity of scripture, justifica- 
tion by works as well as by faith, transubstantiation, 
purgatory, supererrogation, &c. with the worship of 
images, praving to saints, the supremacy aod infalli- 





I. We will give a brief and fair statement of: the 





bility of the Pope, the righteousness and necessity of 
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burning and otherwise tormenting and putting here- 
tics to death; that the Romish is the only true church 
of Christ on Earth, and that there is no salvation out 
of that church. 

These are some of the leading doctrines of the 
Romish church; these they suppose to be supported 
by the scriptures. In addition to these they lave al- 
most innumerable other tcacts, which have been in- 
troduced and established by different Popes and coun- 
cils: worshiping relics of departed saints, worshiping 
images, adoring the cross, praying for the dead, pray- 
ing men out of purgatory, working miracles, &c. Xc. 
which have beenenjoined by the authority of the 
church, after they had been brought into existence 
by the leaders ofthat church; assigning this reason 
that as the church is infallible, so all her customs, 
forms and traditions are infallibie of course, and ef 
the same authority with the scriptures. Thus we 
have hinted and only hinted at the doctrines of the 
church of Rome. 

The Practices of the Romish church have cor- 
responded with their doctrines and traditions. She 
has preached the supremacy and infallibility of the 
Pope, justification by works, transubsiantiation,or the 
real presence of Chrisc in the eucharist or sacrament 
of bread and wine; she has presaged the doctrine of 
purgatory and their prayerful influence in detaining 
men in purgatory, or delivering men from purgatory 5 
she has preached the doctrine of supererrogation, or 
doing more than tue law requires. or more than is ne- 
cessary for their salvation; she worships images, 
prays tosaints departed and especially to the Virgin 
Mary, calling her the mother of God; she practices 

all her traditions and cndeavors to propagate them 
viet armis with force and arms; she bas drank the 
blood of saints, taken away the civil and religious 
rights of man, held Europe in chains of darkness and 
oppression for ages ; tortured and burnt to death mil- 
lions for that, which she termed heresy, confiscating 
their property and enriching herself with the spoil; 
she pardons (pretends to pardon) sins, consigns to hell 
(pretends to doit) her enemies, and admits to heaven 
her own favored party. 

Thus I have only glanced at the practices of mys- 
tery Babylon the great. 

(To be continued.) 





THE MONITOR. _ 


** Open rebuke is beiter than secret love."—Prov erbs. 


A SHORT SERMON. 
Text, 1 Kings, xviii. 21. If the Lord be God, fol- 
low him ; but if Baal, then follow him. 

There is a kind of moral indecision among men, 
which is detrimental to the cause of Christ. A 
thousand causes unite to produce it, and to such an 
alarming degree does it prevail, that much useful tal- 
ent lies buried in the fie'd, which, if put to some use, 
might produce much good to mankind. The tear of 
man, the love of popularity, the prejudices of educa- 
tion, together with many other things conspire te ren- 
der us insensible, if not indifferent, tu those great 
concerns, which alone are worthy of our attention. 
Although the spirit of inquiry has gone abroad into 
the earth, and thousands are searching to see if these 
things be so, yet a large proportion of our population, 
are virtually saying, *‘ yet a little sleep, a little slum- 
ber,a little folding ofthe hands to sleep!” Much ofthis 
evil will be charged to the account of those who en- 
deavor to prevent investigation; ‘‘ your souls are 
in danger,” says one—*‘ cerisin pernicious doctrines 
are inculcated in our land—heresy threatensto un- 
dermine ihe foundations of our holy religion—scisms 
are creeping into the sanctuary of God—you must 

















ae ee 


not read—you must not hear—let them alone, I pray 
you!” Now why allthis? Let candour decide; 
says another, ** ow religion is popular, and if you 
cannot conscientiously subscribe to it in every in- 
stance, you had better unite with us, and share the 
honors, privileges aud profits of our church ;”—says 
another, ** keep your real views asecret, and public- 
ly avow the doctrines of our church and we will take 
you into our arms and Call you blessed ;” says anoth- 
er, “itcan make but little ditlerence in the end, 
what faith we embrace, providing we do as well as 
we can ;”—and says another, ‘it matters little o: 
nothing what a man’s religion is, ifhe is fully persua- 
ded in Lis own mind of its correctness,” 

But this age may well be denominated the age of 
enquiry. ‘The great matter of difference between 
truth and error is freely discussed, and men of talents, 
piety, and learning, are taking sides. One great 
party tenaciously hold the opinion, thet God will curse 
to all eternity a great proportion of his ofspring ; 
while anoiher party the minority, maintain, that the 
God of Israel will save, with an everlasting salvation 
fromsin, ail the endsof the earth. These doctrine: 
are as opposite to each other as light and darkness.— 
The God of one party isas essentially different from 
that of the otuer, as the image of Baal was from the 
God of ancient Israel. Now both of those theories 
cannot be true. One of necessity is absolutely avd 
emphatically false. Is it of little or no consequence, 
then, which of these two doctrines we adopt? Is 
error as valuable as truth if we honestly believe it ? 
No. Cur religious opinions will ever have an effect 
upon our conduct in life. We cannot avoid being 
governed ina great measure by the doctrines we em- 
brace. | And if we declare, in order to avoid censure 
from either party, that we have no fixed principles of 
religion, the confession will not screen us from re- 
proof. For to have no fixed religious opinions, is te 
have no principles atall. 

ITence, then, I apply my text in view of this sub- 
ject—consideriug the importance of the religion of 
Christ—its salutary effects on society—its comforts 
—its Joys—its rewards—its punishments and its ¢lo- 
ries ;—when | contrast all this with its opposite, the 
pains—the woes—the fears— the torments of er- 
ror, and consider that one is the religion of God, 
and the other that of the adversary, I am led to ex- 
claim & ¢f the Lord be God, follow him ; but if Baal, 
then follow him.” ' 

But perhaps the reader is ready to rejain, “ if you: 
doctrine is true it will catch me at Jast, and I will 
not trouble myself about the matter.” But will this 
excuse answer for the bed of sickness, pain and death? 
Will a reflection that you have not taken a sufficient 
laterest in this great subject to pay it any attention, 
allay your fears and console your feelings in the try- 
ing hour? Ifso, be quict und avoid an inquiry into 
the subject. But unless you are assured, that ignor- 
ance of God, inattention to religion, and a disregard 
of its requirements, will sustaia you io times of troub- 
le, be persuaded to satisfy your mind before the evil 
day csineth. Examine this subject for yourself, and 
“af the Lurd be God, follow him; but if Baal, then 
fullow him.” 


FROM THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 
LIFE OF THE REV. ELHANAN WID- 
CHESTER. | 
(Continued from page 165.) 

As he and his adherents were destitute of % 
house for public worship, the trustees of the 
PENNSYLVANIA UNiversiry magnanimously 
allowed them the use of their Hall. Here Mr. 





Winchester delivered a sermon on the 22d of 
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April, from Genesis iii. 15, in which he, for the 
first time, preached his new sentiments plainly.* 
The opposition to his meeting was general and 
bitter, The weak-minded were appalled at the 
audacity of a man who demed infinite wrath 
the gratification of endless torture; the bigotted 
abhorred what was,. to them, so entirely new ; 
and they who drew their support or their in- 
fluence from the common -<loctrines would not 
be backward to join in the hue and cry. Some 
predicted that Winchester would soon become 
an Atheist ; and others that he would abandon 
himself to the most abandoned licentiousness. 

He found himself, however, attended by a 
respectable congregation. Nearly half of his 
late church followed him, and with him sustain- 
ed the indignity of excommunication. Acces- 
sions were made from other quarters, and a new 
church was soon formed, in which ihe sacra- 
ment was regularly administered. Unpopular 
as he was, there were some gentlemen of emi- 
nence in the city, who were not afraid to coun- 
tenance; among whom may e mentioned Dr. 
Redman and the celebrated Dr. Benjamin Rush, 
both admirers of Winchester, and believers in 
Universalism. 

After meeting in the University-hall for a- 
bout four years, his friends purchased a build- 
ing which had been erected for the Masonic 
Ludges, on the spot now occupied by the Penn- 
syivania Bank. This, however, they sold, 
sometime before he went to Europe, and pur- 
chased a lot in Lombard street, where they e- 
rected the meeting hogse still improved by the 
First Universalist Society. Ilaving enclosed 


nore = res 


close of his meetings. These, I am tuld, were 
often sufficient not only to meet bis necessities, 
but also to supply him with the nieans of bes- 
towing charitics. Simple in his diet, and al- 
ways plain, if not sometimes slovenly in his 
dress and appearance, his wants were few, and 
though no great economist his expenses small. 

His society in Philadelphia prospered under 
his ministry for about six years; when in the 
earlier part of 1787, the congregation was one 
sabbath, struck with surprise to hear him an- 
nounce, that having long felt it his duty to visit 
England, he was now determined to take his 
passage thither, immediately !* It was in vain 
for his friends to entreat or to expostulate ; and 
though perhaps offended at the suddenness of 
his departure, they made such provision for bis 
voyage as the time would permit. In forty-eight 
hours after he had given them notice he sailed, 
with his wife, in a vessel bound to London. He 
had heard of a few Universalists there who sta- 
tedly met in private rooms to confer on relig- 
ious subjects; and to one of them a Mr. John 
Clegg, he had a brief letter of introduction from 
his brother who resided in Philadelphia. ~ 

On the 29th of Sentember, 1787, he arrived, 
almest pennyless and a stranger, in the great Me- 
tropolis of the British empire. His reception 
was cold and very discouraging. Destitute ot 
money, burthened with a wife, and perhaps 
poorly recommended by his dress and appear- 
ance, it cannot be wondered that he was not al- 
together a welcome minister to a few obscure 
individuals in the midst of London, who must 
have felt a strong sort of obligation to support 








the building, laid the floor, and provided tem- 
porary seats they suffered the building to re- 
main unfinished for many years. 

It is thought that Mr. Winchester spent most | 
of his time in the city, preaching, however, oc- | 
casionally at Germantown, and sometimes in- | 
dulging in his favorite gratification of travelling. | 
At Philadelphia, he resided in a house belong- 
ing to his fourth wife, whom he married there in 
1781, and buried in less than two years after- 
wards. It wasa strange fatality that attended 
his matrimonial connexions, making him at the 
age of thirty-two four times a widower. He 
visited South Carolina, probably in the latter 
part of the year 1784, and there, it is believed 
married his fifth and last wife,—a desperate fu- 
ry whom he appears to hve loved with a duat- 
ing fondness proportioned to the madness of her 
temper. 

He had no stated salary but derived his sup- 
port chiefly from contributions taken at the 





*This sermon was published with an appendix of 
scripture proofs, and answers tothe principal objec- 
tions then urged against Universalism. Winchester 
says that this publication “* was my first appearance 
in the world as a prose writer.” Whether he bad 
published any hymns before this period I know not; 
but I think the expression intimates that he had ap- 


| er, seen and liked a sermon 





peared before the public as a writer of poetry, 


him, and who nevertheless anticipated little or 
no success from his labors. ‘They had, howev- 
of his which was 
reprinted there two or three years before. With 
much solicitation they obtained a Baptist Meet- 
ing house in Blackfields, Borough of Southwark, 
where he preached twice ; and then a meeting 
house in Moorfields, where he delivered two or 
three discourses. Cheerful and contented in 
his disposition, andnever disheartened by dis- 
appointment or neglect, he exhibited on these 
occasions his usual animation and ability. His 
friends increased in number and in their expec- 
tations; and as the two former places were im- 
mediately shut against him on account of his 
sentiments, they took a large school raom in 
Store-street. Tottenham Court Road. He svon 
obtained a privilege at a Mr. Thwait’s Chape} 





* It is said that he had engaged his half brother, 
Moses WIncHESTER, to supply bis place in Philadel- 
phia, Moses Winchester was the seventh child. He 
began preaching Universalism in the middle or south- 
ern States, when young ; at this period he was preach- 
ing in New Jersey. He did not entirely agree with 
Elhanan in sentiment, for it is said that he wholly re- 
jected the doctrine of future punishment. Forsome 
reason, I know not what, he preached but little in 
Philadelphia. He died in Pennsylvania, about forty 
miles from the city, during Elhanan’s residence in 


London. 
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in the Southwark,? where he began to deliver and Christ is the brightness of the Father's 
his Lectures oN THE Propuecies. In 1788 | glory. Heb. i. 2. Moreover on the great day 
he preached, on Sunday mornings, at the meet- of atonement, Aaren sprinkled the blood on 
ing house in Worship-street, and in the eve- and before the mercy seat; Lev. xvi. 133 and 
nings at Glass House Yard, where he repeated burned incense, the emblem of prayer, Ps. exli. 
his Lectures on the Prophecies. His hearers 2. Rev. yiil. 3,453 and caused the smoke to 
continued to increase; his friends and sur- cover the mercy seat. From this, God dis- 
porters received new accessions, until, at length pensing mercy and goodness to the people, 
they took for him the Chapel in: Parliament , would teach us that he is seated on a throne of 
Court, where, I think, he held his meetings till mercy, the basis of bis intercourse with men ; 














his departure for America. This, though of a {and that all our prayers and services should 

good size could not accommodate the crowd | have reference to him as placed on the mercy 

which pressed to hear. seat. Let then our view be directed to the Al- 

( To be continued. } mighty, as meeting us in Christ the Mediator, 

not as a devouring fire, or a stern Judge, but as 

FROM THE UNIVERSALIST. a God whose mercy endureth forever, mani- 

THE MEDIATORIAL OFFICE. tee in Christ, as our Father, benefactor, and 
riend. 


(Continued from yee 173.) Lastly, as the word propitiation, implies 

There is another class of terms that demand any thing whereby conformity to the will and 
our attention ; these are propitiation, atone- | character of the Deity is effected, and as the 
ment, sacrifice, and reconciliation. great object of Christ’s mission, was to turn ev- 
After the Vulgate, our English translators | ery one of us from iniquity, and thereby recon- 
have rendered the word, hilasterion, propitia- | cjje us to God, Christ may, with great proprie- 
tion, which translation Le Clere vindicates and | ty be called a propitiation 5 for all that is want- 
Hammond condemns. Certainly we onght to | ¢q, to propiliate us to God, is moral conformity 
distinguish between hilasterion, a propitiatory, | to his image. God needs no propitiation, he 
and hilasmos, a propitiation. 1 Jobn ii. 2.— |} changes not ; therefore in us the change must 
Hilasterion never signifies propitiation, aS | he effected. Hence it must appear evident to 
translated in the Latin and English versions, | pyery unprejadiced person, that. this beautiful 
_ but is always used, wherever it occurs in beth | ajtasion of the Apostle to the propitiatory,which 
the Old and New Testaments, to express the | was intended to represent Christ as. the medi- 
Mercy-seat, which was the golden lid of the | yi of the Divine communications to mankind, 
Ark, over which hovered the cherubim, upon | cives no countenance to the commonly received 
iS 





which the shechinah or cloud of glory rested, 
and from which the divine oracles were dis- 
pensed. Ex. xxv. 22. Num. ii. 89. Lev. xvii. 
2. Heb. ix. 5. The Hebrew, kapporeth, is 
rendered by the Septuagint, Ailasterion, by the 
Vulgate, propitiatorium, and by our transla- 
tors, in all othe: places, Mercy-seat ; and there- 
fore they should so have translated it here. 

If it be asked, what idea ought we to have of 
Christ as a mercy-seat ? We answer, the mer- 
cy seat was the cover of the Ark of the cove- 
nant, where God tells Moses, “ 1 will meet with 
thee, and I wiil commune from above the mer- 
cy seat, from between the two cherubim, which 
are upon the Ark of the testimony, of all things 
which I will give thee in command to the chil- 
dren of Israel.” Ex. xxv. 22. This was the 
place from which the voice issued, giving Mo- 
ses orders whatto do. Num. vii. 29. Hewce 
the application is easy: God sent his Sow to 
dispense oracles to men, and make known the 
councils of the most high : and thus the Apos- 
tle describes Jesus as speaking to us from heav- 
en. Heb. xii. 25. Again as the mercy seat 
was the place where God met with Moses, the 


| doctrine of atonement, by vicarious sufferings. 
See Hammond, Le Cleic, Taylor, and Imp. 
Ver. on the passage. 

AvroxexENT, Rom. v. 11. “ FE cannot ima- 
pine, says Dr. "Paylor, what could induce our 
translators to render katallagen by atonement 
when they render the verb, kata/lasso, by rec- 
oncile, and katullage by reconctitation, in al} 
other piaces. See 1 Cor, vii. 11, 12. 2 Cor. 
v. 1%, 19, 20. Rom. xi. 253 2 Cor. x. 18, 19.” 
These words are never applied to the Jews, 
but only te the Gentile world. Therefore to 
gain a correct notion of their import, we mus 
remember, thet during the long period from the 
time the covenant was made with Abraham till 
Christ came, while the Jews were the pecaliar 
people of God and his professed subjects, the 
rest of the world we under revolt, being the 
subjects of false gods, to whom they paid idola- 
trous homage. Gal. iv. 8. Hence they are 
called strangers, foreigners, and enemies. But 
in the gospel, they are invited to return to their 
allegiance to God, and promised pardon on sub- 
mitting to that kingdom which God had erect- 


. | <M .,|ed under bis Son. Accordingly such of the 

Pare of 8 fg Pa hay in Christ Gentiles, as believed in Christ, were adopted 
par ane ener er OE SON Ne Of | into the kingdom of God, and became his peo- 
Southwark is that part, or that suburb of London, | - oe subjects. 1 Thes. i. 9, 10. ‘Thus the 
which stands on the south side of the River Thames, | Gentiles were reconciled, or their State was 
Totten vam Court Road runs nearly North and South changed from rebels, to that of subjects at peace 
at the Northern extremity of London, near Islington. ; with God ; Rom.v. 1. That this is the trae 
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import of the words katallasso and katallage 
appears from their deriviation from allas, ano- 
ther, which intimates a change, whereby a per- 
son becomes another, or differently minded from 
what he was before. 1 Cor. vii. 11. If she 
depart let her remain unmarried or be recon- 
ciled to her husband. But that all this should 
be understood nationally, in relation to externa! 
privilege, without any view to real virtue or a 
state of preparation for heaven by personal ho- 
liness, is evident from the distinction made by 
the Apostle, between reconciliation and salva- 
tion. Rom. v. 10. If when we were enemies 
we were reconciled to God by the death of his 
Son, much more being reconciled, we shall be 
saved by his life. 

The word atonement, radically signifies rec- 
onciliation, at one or agreed, But it is capable 
of being perverted to a very different sense ; 
and hence they who attach the heathen doc- 
trine of placating wrathful gods, prefer the use 
of the term atonement, to that of reconciliation. 
Surely the scriptures could never excite the no- 
tion of God being angry, and afterwards ap- 
peased by sacrifices ; for ifthe immutable Je- 
fiovah was ever angry or wrathful, he must 
have remained so eternally. Every view that 
can be taken of the doctrine of atonement, as 
taught by christians in general, divests Jehovah 
of the attributes of goodness and immutability ; 
and places him on a fouting with the human 
idols of the Pagan world. The original word 
signifies a change, and if applied to God, must 
mean that he changes, which robs him of every 
claim to deity. 

The doctrine of atonement, implying a satis- 
faction to divine justice for the transgression of 
the sinner, is a most unholy, licentious, and ab- 
surd dogma, which should be expunged out of 
every book, as it must be ont ef every mind, 
before the knowledge of God canenter. If Je- 
sus were the only God, as the believers of this 
doctrine assert, to whom could he make an at- 
onement? If to any, surely to himself; and 
if this were effected by suffering, then he must 
have punished himself to please himself, which 
outrages all common sense! If there be three 
persons in the Godhead, the Father, Son, and 
Spirit, then the dispositions and attributes of 
each and all of them, must be the same. If the 
Father were angry, the Son must have been an- 
sry—if the Father required an atonement, the 
Son must’demand it also. Who then shall in- 
terpose on behalf of man? If the Son make 
an atonement, then the doctrine is proved 
false, which supposed the Deity to require an 
atonement or placular sacrifice, or the suppos- 
ed Deity of Jesus is denied. If Jesus be God, 
and made an atonement to the Father, then by 
parity of reasoning, Jesus can not admit ef any 
being saved, till the Father become incarnate 
and make an atonement to the Son. In like 
manner must the matter be adjusted between 
them and the Holy Spirit. O God of wisdom, 
what confusion and impiety is here ! 








But say the advocates of this doctrine, Jesus 
must be God and have made an infinite atone- 
ment for our sins, or. our case is hopeless. — 
Why, what need for an infinite atonement? If 
the sin of one man requires an infinite sacrifice, 
then there will be needed, just as many infinite 
atonements as there have been, or shall be sin- 
ners in the world ; and just as many’ infinite 
Gods must become incarnate, and suffer in 
man’s stead, as.there will be sinners saved trom 
infinite and endless wrath ! Moreover if Christ 
have made an infinite atonement for the satis- 
faction of Divine justice, why will not all be 
saved? Will God be unjust to himseif ? Can 
he punish himself for no pu:pose ? O ye chris- 
tians, when will ye admit the understanding 
God has given you, to vindicate the Divine 
character from such unhallouwed aspersions ! 

Many still cling to the notion of substitution, 
from reading certain phrases in the Scriptures, 
which, if taken literally, would seem to imply 
the doctrine. But a careful perusal of these 
same scriptures, would soon recover them from 
this deception. As the transgressions of Israel 
were placed on the head of the scape goat, and 
he carried them off, to signify that they were 
pardoned. Lev. xvi. 21,22. So the Lord is 
represented as placing our iniquities on Christ, 
who bears them away. But this figure should 
convey to our minds the ablution of sin, when 
the transgressor becomes reconciled to God, 
through the i:strumentality of Christ or his gos- 
pel. For as Christ is said to bear our sins, Is. 
lili. 113 John i. 293 1 Peter ii. 24, so he is 
said to bear our sickness. Matt. viii. 17. If 
then he became a sinner because of our sin, he 
must have also become an invalid by our dis- 
eases. But ashe carried our sorrows, fs. iii. 
4, and bore our diseases, Matt. viii. 27, without 
either becoming sick, or accounted diseased, so 
he carried or bore our sins, without becoming 
a sinner, either really or imputedly. The He- 
brew nasha, Is. liii. 11, and the Greek elabe, 
Matt. viii. 17, are the words, used in the des- 
cription of the scape-goat, Lev. xvi. 22, and 
imply that Christ takes away sins, as the goat 
figuratively did, not by suffering for them, for 
this the goat did not, but by turning men away 
from their sins, or delivering them from the de- 
sire or disposition to sin; and this he does 
when men are reconciled to God in this world, 
or when he delivers them from the bondage of 
corruption, in the morn of the resurrection.— 
When therefore it is said that Christ died for 
us, we ought not to imagine that he died in our 
stead ; for experience demonstrates that we all 
die each for himself; and that every man still 
suffers for his own sin. But Christ died for 
us, that is on our account; for all the actions 
and sufferings of his life were for the honor of 
God and man’s benefit. So far however are 
the scriptures from teaching the doctrine of sub- 
stitution that they represent men suffering for 
Christ as he suffered for them. Phil. i. 29. 
Acts xv. 26, xxi. 13. As none therefore will 
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dare to say, that we suffer for Christ’s sins, so 
none ought to assert that he suffered in our 
stead, the innocent for the guilty. It notwith- 
standing clearly follows, that Christ suffered on 
our accouut, with a view to our advantage ; 
and with that benevolent disposition of mind, 
which inclines every good man to do good even 
ai his own hazard. Nay he may even be said 
to have sufiered in onr stead, because had he 
not been faithful unto death, millions, who have 
been reclaimed by his doctrine and example, 
might have, all their lives, remained under the 
bondage of coriaption. 

The doctrine of bloody sacrifices, as substi- 
stutes for virtue, especially human victims, had 
its origin in the darkened minds of Pagan idol- 
ators. ‘ When inankind lost sight of a benefi- 
cient Creator, the God of purity, and consecra- 
ted altars to cemons and hero-gods, such as 
Moloch and Baal; these objects of blinded fear 
led them to the most horrid acts of cruelty ; and 
io every species of obscemty 3 and even to burn 
their sons and daughters in the fire to their 
monster gods. Such we read was the conduct 
of the King of Moab, who offered his eldest son 
for a burnt offering on the wall, when his capi- 
tal was besieged 3; and with these scriptural 
facts, atl accounts, ancient and modern, exactly 
correspond, See Townsend’s characier of Mo- 
Ses. 

Homer, who wrote nine hundred years be- 
fore the Christian era, gives us one account of 
human victims. But not till it was conceived 
that a yreat and malignant spirit was the pro- 
per object of fear; or that provincial gods, 
equally malignant, disposed of all things in our 
world, did men bind their own species to the 
altar, and in times of distress, sacrifice those 
whom they valued most. After Xerxes passed 
the Strymon, he buried alive nine young men 
and as many virgins ; following the example of 
his wife, who had commanded fourteen Persian 
children of illustrious birth, to be offered, in the 
same manner, to the god that rules below.— 
Thus in the infancy of Rome, Curtius, for the 
safety of his country, devoted himself to the in- 
ferna!t gods! So when Aneas performed the 
last rights for his friend Pallas, he -sacrificed 
eight captives to the infernal gods ! 

Thus we behold the vain notion of vicarious 
sufferings, distinctly marked in the rude con- 
ceptions of a benighted and savage world, who 
foolishly imagined, that the guilt of the offend- 
er might be transferred to the innocent. How 
much is it to be lamented, that civilized nations 
should have retained the crude notions of their 
barbarous ancestors. These dreadful calamities 
never could have happened in the world, 
had not the knowledge of the great Jehovah 
been lost, and his person and worship supplan- 
ted, by an imaginary apostate spirit, whose ado- 
rations has been at different times universally 
diffused over all the natiuns of the earth. 

The practice of shedding human blood be- 
fore the altars of their gods was not peruliar to 
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the Trojans and Greeks ; the Rumans followed 
their example. In the first ages of their repub- 
lic, they sacrified their children to the goddess 
Mania; and Augustus, after taking. Persia, 
sacrificed on the ides of March, three hundred 
senators and knights to the divinity of Julius 
Cesar. The Carthagenians sacrificed their 
children to Chronus. In Helipolis the Egyp- 
tians sacrificed three men daily to Juno. The 
Spartans scourged todeath young women, to 
gratify Diana; and the Arcians did the same 
to appease the wrath of Bacchus. The Sabi- 
an idolators offered human victims to Mythra— 
the Cretans to Jupiter—the Lacedemonians to 
Mars—the Lesbians to Bacchus—the Phocians 
to Diana—the Thessalians to Chiron. Cesar 
informs us that the Gauls being persuaded that 
the gods could never be appeased otherwise 
than by giving life for life, constructed wicker 
images of enormous bulk, and having filled them 
with men, they first suffocated and then consu- 
med them by fire! Long smoked the altars 0: 
Woden with Swedish blond ; and the Danes, 
in the January of every ninth year sacrificed 
ninety-nine men, with as many dogs. It i, 
i known that the Brahmins have had their vie- 
| tims, in all ages ; and even in our days, thoa- 
sands have voluntarily perished under the whee!s 
| of their god Juggernaut. But who in America 
will approve a practice so infernal; and why 
will be so impious as to say, that God has sanc- 
| tified the example, by the slaughter of his son: 
| Away then, O away with the unholy doctrine of 
substitution ; and let the shocking narrative 0! 
| bloody human victims be beard no more in a 
| Christian land. 

| We have long been taught sacrifices were in 
stituted by Jehovah; that they commenced im- 
mediately after the lapse of our first parents; 
and we intended to typify and represent the 
sacrifice of the very highest importance to man- 
kind. Influenced by a desire to exist beyond 
the grave, the sages of antiquity sighed for im- 
mortality, but never could arrive at certainty 
on this awful and interesting subject. By the 
death and resurrection of Jesus; the darkness is 
removed, doubts are dissipated, and the clear 
light now shines; for he hath brought life and 
immortality to light by the gospel. 

2. The death of Jesus exhibits the most per- 
fect example of obedience and moral excellence. 
He had authority to take it up again. This 
command he received of his Father. He might 
have avoided a violent death, had he deserted 
the path of duty; but by strict adherence to his 
duty, he exposed himself to pain and sufferings, 
that he might become our example in suffering 
for the cause of truth and God. In his death he 
manifested no resistence nor ill-will to his ene- 
mies. His gentleness and meekness, showed 
that in him was fulfilled the prediction of the 
prophet, “ He was led like a lamb to the slaugh- 
ter and like a sheep is dumb before his shearer, 
so he opened not his mouth.” His life and 
death evinced nothing but pity for his enemies, 
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submision tothe will of his God, and love to the 
whole human race. 

3. He died toefiect the salvation of mankind. 
The common notior of salvation is exemption 
from future punishment, and enjoyment of fu- 
ture bliss. 
the gospel salvation, than the salvation itselfi— 
If we speak literally, the death of Christ was 
never designed to free man from the consequen- 
ces of sin; much less to intercept or pervert 
the exercise of justice. 
fer the guilty to pass unpunished, and a just 
God will not punish the innocent instead of the 
guilty. The death of Jesus therefore, should 
never be regarded as a means of degrading the 
attributes of Deity, for the sake of favoring hu- 
man impiety, or obtaining a license to sin with 
impunity. But as the death of Jesus was the 
seal of the everlasting covenant, and the confir- 
mation of the gospel message, it was eminently 
calculated to produce conviction in the minds 
of men, that he came from God; and believing 
the gospel, their lives become assimilated to his 
precepts and example. They turn from idols 
to the living God; and being saved from sin, 
they cease to experience its consequences. ‘Thus 
Christ died for us; and thus he died for our sins; 
that we being turned from our iniquities might 
serve God in newness of life, all our days.— 
Hence it appears that the salvation Jesus died 
to effect, and which the believers in him can 
alone enjoy, consists ina state of reconciliation 
io God; and this reconciliation is effected, in 
the mind of rebellious man, when he beholds in 
the Gospel glass, the face of his merciful Fa- 
ther, breathing only love and pity for his er- 
ring offspring. Alarmed at the folly of his un- 
holy and ‘vile conceptions of his Maker, and re- 
flecting on the degradation and misery expe- 
rienced in a state of alienation, he exclaims, I 
will arise and go to my Father. Perceiving 
immediately that God is love, he finds his hea- 
ven is begun, and walking in the command- 
ments of the Lord and the light of his counte- 
nance, he lifts his eves to the Heavens and in a 
spirit of adoption cries, 

There is my house and portion fair, 
My treasure and my heart are there, 
And my abiding home; 
For me my elder Brethren stay, 
And angels beckon me away, 
And Jesus bids me come. 

Thus we have finished this most important 
disquisition, the greater part of which, has been 
occupied in clearing away the rubbish from the 
spiritual temple of the Lord, polishing the rude 
materials, and preparing for the erection of a 
Divine and permanent superstructure. In the 
mission of Jesus, we behold the love of the Uni- 
versal Parent, freely flowing toa rebellious and 
sinful world. No price was required, no bloody 
sacrifice needed to induce the God of love to pi- 
ty his offspring. He selected Jesus a man from 


among his brethren, he endowed him with wis- 
dom and power, thus making him adequate to 
the Saviour of the world; for to sav that God 


But this is rather a consequence of 


A holy God cannot sut- | 





could not make a man, a sufficient Saviour, is to 
assert that he either knows not the extent of the 
salvation needed, or that God’s power is limi- 
ted; either of which is tantamount to atheism. 
Having therefore duly qualified Jesus, and sent 
him to be the Saviour of the world, all who 
hear and believe the message of the Son, expe- 
rience initial salvation through the pardon of 
sin, and joy and peace in betieving. This sal- 
vation, therefore, is not a deliverence from the 
consequences of sin, whilst men live in trans- 
gression, but it is a deliverence from the tenden- 
cy and disposition to sin; and hence a deliver- 
ence from its consequences. But as the procla- 
mation of the gospel is limited, and all men do 
not hear, much less believe the glorious mes- 
sage; there are still but few, comparatively 
speaking, who enjoy initial Salvation, in this 
world. Notwithstanding as God appointed Je- 
sus to be the Saviour ofthe world, and on ac- 
count of his obedience to death, appointed him 
likewise, the great Steward of Heaven, to dis- 
pense the blessings of the new and everlasting 
covenant; He shall open the kingdom of hea- 
ven, not only to all who believe and are partia!- 
ly saved in this life, but fitting the whole bu- 
man family ; by the glorious change of death, 
for-henor and immortality, all shall be intrody 

ced into the joys of their Lord, Amen. 
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FROM THE CHRISTIAN REPOSITORY. 
QUERIES CONCERNING GOD'S DECREE: 

Ll. Is not Gud’s decree in conformity to his 
will ? : 
2. [snot God’s will his law? 

3. Is not sin a transgression of the law ? 

4. If God has decreed that some men shal! 
sin and suffer eternally, would they not sin i: 
they should strive to avoid sinning and suffering 
eternally ? 

5. If God has not decreed that all men shoul: 
be saved, how can any be guilty of sin? 

If the reader is satisfied that God’s decree is 
his law, (and I see not how it can be otherwise’ 
he must perceive, at once, that all sin consists 
in opposition to the decree; and therefore he 
must be satisfied that God must have decreed 
that every man should be saved (from sin,) or 
else it would be no sin to live in that which is 
called sin. ‘The Westminster Catechism says, 
“God foreordained whatsoever comes to pass.” 
If he did, there comes to pass no sin ; at least 
this is the case if men know that God had so 
ordained. God’s law, or decree, or foreordina- 
tion, must be known in order to be sinfully op- 
posed, or viuvlated ; for where now law is, there 
is no transgression ; and there is no law where 
no law is known. I maintain that all the decrec, 
or law, or foreordination of God, that we know, 
is, “that inthe dispensation of the fulness of 
times he might gather together in one all things 
in Christ.” Therefore all the sin in the world 
consists in opposition to the scheme of universal 
salvation; this being God’s lew or decree. 
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It must, according to these premises, be known 
to every individual, that God decreed his salva- 
tion before he can sin. For this purpose, our 
Lord has directed that the gospel should be 
preached to every creature. When any man 
hears this gospel, he hears that God wills, or 
decrees, that he should be saved. If he belie- 
ves Hot, but opposes it, he is guilty of sin, and 
of course is damned, instead of being justified, 
in his own understanding. “ He that believeth 
is not condemned, [damned] but he that belie- 
veth not, is condemned [damned] already.” 





A Question for the believer in Endless Misery 


to solve. 


An Apostle says, For it had been better for 
them not to have known the way of righteous- 
ness, than, after they have known it, to turn 
from the holy commandment delivered unto 
them ” 

Now the believer in endless misery supposes 
that those who have never known the way of 
righteonsness, must svffer that endless misery, | 
He tells us that the heathen, not knowing the 
way of righteousness, are given to idolatry, and 
all manner of sin, and consequently, are drop- 
ing into an eternity of misery every moment — 
He is calling most pathetically upon his fellow 
christians, to contribute to send the bible and 
inissionaries to these heathens, that they may 
know the way of righteousness, and so may be 
saved from eternal torments. 

Now the question is, How can it be better 
tor such heathen people not to know the way of 
righteousness, ifin that case they are to suffer 
eternal misery, than it is to know it, as we chris- 
tians do, and te “turn trom the holy command- 
nient ?” 

If any believer in endless misery will answer 
me the above question, consistently with his 
creed, [ will engage to pay him double the mo- 








ney, for the time he may find it necessary to 
devote to the subject, that he can earn at any 
other honest calling.—1b. J. B. 





Few persons are more to be pitied, as cer- 
tainly few are more to be blamed, than those 
who find their enjoyment only ‘a diversions; | 
and cling to a ride, a dance, a visit, a play, or 
a novel, to keep them from sinking into a gloom 
and despondence. Industrious persons, who 
spend their time in useful pursuits, are the on- 
ly persons whose minds are serene, contented, 
and cheerful. If we wish happiness for our 
children, then we shall carefully educate them 
to an indusirious life. 








MINISTERIAL SPECULATION. 

In the intericr of New-Hampshire, lived a 
Rev. Mr. —--——— a Calvinist minister, who was | 
a member of the Bible Society in that state, and | 
had 2 large number of bibies entrusted to his 
care, to distribete among the poor who were 
destitute of the scriptures. After this good min- 











ister had diligently sought after the poor, and 
supplied them with the word of life, he had a 
few scriptures left. What think ye the good 
man did in thiscase? He goes toone of his 
rich neighbors, makes sale of one of bis bibles, 
and purchases himself a pair of geese. What 
can we call this but missionary like, literally 
feathering his own nest ? 


POBTRY. 


f will sing praise to thy name, O thou most High. 














FROM THE RELIGIOUS INQUIRER. 


THE FELON. 
BY M. G. LEWIS. 


Oh, mark his wav and hollow cheek, 
And mark his eye balls glare ; 

And mark his teeth in anguish clencb’d, 

_ The anguish of despair ! 

Now, since three days his penance borne, 
Yon felon left the jail ; 

And since three days no food has pass’d 
Those lips so parched and pale. 


“ Where shall I turn ” the wretch exclaims, 
Where hide my shameful head ? 
How fly from scorn? Ob how contvive 
To earn my honest bread ? 
This branded hand woul@ gladly toil, 
But when for work I pray. 
Who sees this, * 4 Felon’ cries, 
And loathing turns away. 


“ This heart has greatly erred, but uow, 
Would fain reveri to good ; 

This hand has deeply sino’d, but yet 
Has ne’er been stained with biood : 

For work or alms in vain! sue, 
The scorners both deny. 

I starve, I starve—then what remains ' 
This choice to sin or die. 


* Here virtue spurns me with disdain . 
There pleasure spreads her snare ; 

Strong habit drags me back to vice, 
And urged by fierce despair ; 

I strive while hunger gnaws my heart. 
To fly from shame in vain ! 

World, *tis thy cruel will !—I yield. 
And plunge in guilt again. 


* There’s mercy in each ray of light 
That mortal eyes e’er saw ; 

There’s mercy in each breath of air 
That mortal lips e’er draw ; 

There's mercy both for man and bea-: 
In God's indulgent plan ; 

There’s mercy in each creeping thing, 
But Man has none for Jdan. 


‘** Ye proudly honest! when ye heard, 
My wounded conscience groan, 

Had generous band or feeling heart, 
One zlim se of mercy shown— 

That act had made from burning eyes, 
Sweet tears of virtue roll; 

Had fix’d my heart assur’d by faith, 
Aad Fleaven had gain’d asovd! — 
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